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CHAPTEE IV.
BUBAL DISTUKBANCES.
THE army marched the next morning. Two young
Customs' officers remained behind with me, and also a
party of three hundred and fifty Bhurtpore infantry,
under the command of a young chief named Euggonath
Sing, and who bore the title of ' captain.' At the earnest
request of their owners, the two cannon of the Seths were
allowed to remain with this detachment,
In the course of the afternoon Captain Euggonath
Sing paid me a visit. He was a short, puffy youth about
twenty years of age, uncouth in manner, like most of his
tribe; and also, as I soon discovered, at once cowardly
and boastful. The usual compliments over, he com-
menced to pour forth his griefs. He was, he informed
me, miserably uncomfortable, and the heat was almost
more than he could endure. He was also, he added,
dying for want of amusement. At home, he continued,
he passed his time, when not asleep, in seeing Nautches.
He had two Nautch girls of his own, and longed to get
back to their society. Then, very abruptly, he asked my
permission to do so.
I replied that I had no authority to allow him leave,
and suggested that if he wanted employment he might
find it in attacking some insurgent village, of which
just about there were plenty. He fired up at the pro-